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Girls Rock Camp Alaska Proposal for the Alaska Women’s Giving Circle - February 2017!!!
Name of Non-profit: !
Girls Rock Camp Alaska!!
Name of Person Writing This Proposal:!
Monica Lettner, Executive Director!!
Short Project Description: !
Girls Rock Camp Alaska is offering a new, fun, intense series of songwriting and recording 
“mini-camps” throughout the summer 2018 season where girls ages 6-18 learn a new 
instrument, form a band, write an original song, record that song, and engage in discussions on 
empowerment, music and social justice. !!
The Big Why: !
We know that girls and women are vastly underrepresented in music and media careers, so we 
encourage them to join the discussion of equality and show them they can use original music to 
express their opinions about the struggles they face in the world. There is no music experience 
necessary to come to our camps and we provide all of the instruments and instructors. The 
campers can learn to play a new instrument or hone their previous skills. They will engage in 
discussions with their peers about songwriting, diversity in the media, and discuss ways to 
become involved in their community. They will write an original song in a small group and 
record it so they can share it with friends and families afterwards.!!
Alaska already has a thriving live music scene for adult performers and audiences, but there 
aren’t near as many opportunities for our young people to see relatable role-models performing 
original music on stage. They are more likely to watch a performance on the Internet than they 
are to see a live concert or attend an instrument Masterclass with a qualified professional. We 
would like to change that! The most valuable outcome we hope to achieve with these mini-
camps is that we will ignite the creative spark in our local kids and that our campers will 
continue to write music throughout the year after camp is over. So many teens are afraid to try 
something new for fear of failing, and a camp like this addresses that fear and allows a space for 
everyone to walk away feeling confident that they mastered a basic understanding of a new 

“We believe girls should be seen AND heard!”



instrument. We have found that this experience increases their leadership skills and teaches our 
campers that they do not need to be afraid to try any new skill in life. GRA formed as a non-
profit organization in 2014 and we have increased our educational capacity so that in both 2016 
and 2017 we served 72 campers over 15 camp days. We anticipate serving 80-120 campers in the 
2018 season over 15 camp days. The Anchorage camps will be in their fifth season, and our 
Haines camp will be in its third season. Also, for a few of those camp days, we will be accepting 
registrations for boys who are interested in our programming. While our primary focus and 
donor dollars will help young women, we also feel that it is important to include young boys in 
the discussions about equality in the music industry and in the world.!!!
The Bottom Line:!
With the help of this grant we will be able to offer this week of music and empowerment at an 
affordable cost. We have a policy of never turning a student away, regardless of their ability to 
pay for our camps, and we offer tuition discounts to any family who needs it. We are requesting 
funds for tuition assistance, camper supplies, and overhead operational expenses.!!
Tuition Assistance in the amount of $3,000 = $1,000 per week (for 15 days of camp in summer 
2018 in 2 different Alaskan communities, Anchorage and Haines)!!
Camper Music Supplies and Healthy Snacks in the amount of $1,500 = $500 per week!!
Operational Expenses = $1,500!!
Total Grant Proposal Amount = $6,000!!!
Thank you for taking the time to read our proposal and consider supporting this organization. 
The Alaska Women’s Giving Circle has already done so much to support communities around 
the state and Girls Rock Camp Alaska would be honored to be on your recipient list again this 
year.!!!
Monica Lettner, M.A. Music Education and B.A. Jazz Performance!
Executive Director, Girls Rock Camp Alaska!
www.GirlsRockCampAlaska.org  



“I have never said my opinion out 
loud so much in one week!” - a 
thank you card from a camper
!
“I don’t want this camp to end, 
who am I going to discuss this 

stuff with next week?” 

- teen camper
!

“Thank you for changing my life.” 
- adult volunteer on the final day 

of camp
 !
“I don’t understand why kids at school make fun of me for ‘being a girl’. I go 
fishing, I ride 4-wheelers, I can use a bow and arrow…. but when I point that 
out to the boys at school who are making fun of me they say, ‘Well your fish 

probably isn’t as big as ours.’ When is it going to be enough?” - 9 yr old camper
!
A camper attended another camp in Alaska after ours, and called their mom on 
the first day and said, “But mom, I thought it was going to be more supportive 

and encouraging, like Girls Rock Camp was!!”
!
“I have never felt so respected by an entire group of people.” 


- teen camper


